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St. John’s Fire District Commission 

 
MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the St. John’s Fire District Commission was held on March 11, 2019 at 

Headquarters, 1148 Main Rd., John’s Island.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

Members Present               Members Absent 

Leroy Blake     N/A 

Eric Britton      

William Thomae 

Robert Wright  

Sam Brownlee 

Debra Lehman 

Mary Jones 

Frank J. Broccolo 

Stephen Rolando 

Others Present 

Colleen Walz, Fire Chief 

Jackie Stanley, Deputy Chief 

Gavin Gilcrease, Admin Chief 

Donald Howe, Attorney 

Suchitra, Controller 

Amanda Blakeney, Admin. Asst. 

 

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices and agendas were mailed/faxed to the 

Post & Courier and persons requesting notification in compliance with the FOIA regulations.   

 

I. Called to Order 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
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II. Approval of Minutes  

A. Regular Meeting of February 11, 2018 

 

                  Commissioner Broccolo asked that the minutes include more details regarding the merit  

                  increase and percentage wage increase for the Chief. The minutes will be changed to  

                  include this request, a percentage wage increase being considered for all personnel at 4.5 

                  percent, Commissioner Lehman seconded and carried. In addition, a decision was made  

                  to approve a raise for Chief Walz. The motion was made by Commissioner Blake to  

                  approve a 1.5% increase for Chief Walz, combined with the raise being 

                  considered for all personnel. Commissioner Lehman seconded and by majority vote,  

                  motion was approved, with exception of one.    

 

 

Commissioner Blake made a motion to accept the changes of the minutes of February 

11, 2018. Commissioner Lehman seconded. A unanimous decision was made to accept 

the changes of the minutes of February 11, 2018. The motion carried.  

 

 

III. Public Comments     

       N/A 

             

IV. Chief’s Report 

Chief Walz recognized Ms. Mary Connolly, who attended tonight’s meeting. She is the 

chair of the Public Safety Community on Kiawah Island. She also reminded the 

Commission that the ethics filing is due at the end of this month. The District will be 

getting the two squads delivered tomorrow. The EMT basic training practical portion has 

been completed. The candidates took their tests and the completion rate was good. 

However, some will retake certain areas. There were 3 candidates that graduated from 

recruit school, 3 more starting this Monday and 5 new hires started last Monday.  

 

The incident response for the month of February stated that STJFD had a total of 181 

calls. 

 

Johns Island 120 

Kiawah Island 25 

Wadmalaw Island 19 

Seabrook Island 17 

 

Commissioner Blake asked what the percentage was of calls STJFD responds to for the 

Charleston Fire Department. Chief Gilcrease stated that it is 50/50 between the calls we 

respond to for them and vice versa.  

 

Chief Kunitzer gave an update on the fire prevention for the month of February. 

 

Smoke Detectors Installed: 44  

Car seat installations: 2 
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Chief Kunitzer stated that at the end of March and in April, STJFD will be collecting for 

Carolina Children’s Charity.  

 

 

V. Financial Report  

A. Monthly Financial Report 

 

Suchitra Mohan stated that the operating bank balance as of February was 

$9,115,276.82. The LGIP balance was at $11,286.60. The budget remaining goal is 

set at 33.33%, the actual remaining is at 35.97%. February collections received was 

$9,009.39. The Year to Date Non-Standard Overtime was $418,018.70. A payment 

from FEMA for Hurricane Florence was received in the amount of $28,852.35 and 

the AFG grant received was in the amount of $35,112.00. The bank balance on the 

2016 general obligation bond has been depleted. The bank balance on the 2017 

general obligation bond is $1,602,056.89. The bank balance on the 2018 general 

obligation bond is $8,087,837.12. A wire transfer from Charleston County was 

received in the amount of $5,380,396.04.  

 

 

 

VI. Attorney’s Update 

Donald Howe stated that STJFD is still scheduled to go forward at the SC Public Service 

Commission on the hydrant issue on March 28, 2019. We have also filed a testimony 

and response to what Kiawah Island Utility filed. 

           

    

VII. Old Business 

Commissioner Brownlee asked that Commissioner Wright receive a decal and a visit to 

all stations.    

 

VIII. New Business 

N/A 

 

 

IX. Committee Reports 

 

A. Building Committee 

Commissioner Thomae stated that the new completion date for station 6 is May 3, 

2019. There was a meeting with the architect and construction manager in discussion 

for the bids for station 4. The target date is May 1st. In addition, the drywall work is 

complete at station 6, but the ceiling penetration of the drywall above the drop 

ceilings have not been completed properly and must be done again. Lastly, station 6 

is now under full electric power.  

B. Finance Committee Report 

 Commissioner  Lehman stated that there was a finance meeting this past Friday. 

 They went through the budget for fiscal year 2020 thoroughly and the Commission  

 will go over the summary in executive session. The committee also met today to 
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 discuss the bond. More will be discussed in executive session.  

 

 

 

 

C. HR Committee Report 

   Commissioner Blake stated that the committee is still working on setting up the tier  

 process in paying firefighters. Once the budget is submitted, then they can complete  

 the process. 

 

D. Strategic Planning Committee Report 

Commissioner Britton stated there were no meetings held this month. He stated that 

they plan to schedule 4 meetings a year. 

 

X.             Public/Firefighter Comments 

                        Chief Walz stated that in the middle of February, the center for Medicare Medicaid  

 services in the US Department of Health now changes to Medicare payment to first  

 responders that answers 911 calls for reimbursement. First responders can now treat 

 people in their home and the emergency response agency can now apply the fee to  

 be reimbursed for their services. The process is to start in 2020. 

                         

   

 

 XI.         Commissioner Comment 

                Commissioner Brownlee No comment 

                Commissioner Thomae stated that Chief Walz did a job well done for her  

                efforts in regards to EMS and also having about 90% of the District EMT 

                certified. 

                       Commissioner Blake advised everyone to be safe and wear seatbelts at all times 

                       when driving  

                Commission Jones thanked the District for their service.  

                Commissioner Lehman no comment. 

                Commissioner Rolando Stated he was excited about the squad vehicles and thanked  

                STJFD for their service.  

                Commissioner Broccolo stated that Chief Walz and the staff did an excellent job.  

                 He congratulated the recruits, thanked the HR manager, Valerie  

                for her hard work with the District 

                Commissioner Wright no comment 

                Chairman Britton no comment 

  

 

 Commissioner Lehman made a motion to enter Executive Session for personnel, legal,   

 contractual, and labor matters. Commissioner Blake seconded the motion.  A unanimous 

 decision was made to go into executive session and the motion carried. 

 

 

    The Commission entered Executive Session at 6:24 PM. 

    The Commission re-entered Regular Session at 7:58 PM. 
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     Commissioner Lehman made a motion to approve the 2020 budget. Commissioner Rolando 

     seconded carried. A unanimous decision was made to approve the 2020 budget. The motion  

     carried.  

  

 

    Commissioner Lehman made a motion to repay the TAN. Commissioner Wright seconded 

    carried. A unanimous decision was made to repay the TAN. The motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Blake motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Lehman 

seconded. The motion carried. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:59 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Amanda Blakeney, Administrative Assistant 


