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St. John’s Fire District Commission 

 
MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the St. John’s Fire District Commission was held on August 13, 2018 at 

Headquarters, 1148 Main Rd., John’s Island.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

Members Present               Members Absent 

Leroy Blake     N/A 

Eric Britton      

William Thomae 

John Connolly 

Sam Brownlee 

Debra Lehman 

Mary Jones 

Frank J. Broccolo 

Stephen Rolando 

Others Present 

Colleen Walz, Fire Chief 

Jackie Stanley, Deputy Chief 

Donald Howe, Attorney 

Ramona Brown, Controller 

Amanda Blakeney, Admin. Asst. 

 

 

 

 

 

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices and agendas were mailed/faxed to the 

Post & Courier and persons requesting notification in compliance with the FOIA regulations.   

 

I. Called to Order 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
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II. Approval of Minutes  

A. Regular Meeting of July 9, 2018 

 

Commissioner Connolly made a motion to accept the minutes of July 9, 2018. 

Commissioner Brownlee seconded. A unanimous decision was made to accept the 

minutes of July 9, 2018. The motion carried.  

 

 

 

III. Public Comments     

       N/A 

             

IV. Chief’s Report 

Chief Walz stated that three recruits are in recruit school and they will be training for 

eight weeks. On Saturday evening, August 18th, a 17- year old male fell from out of a 

boat into the Stono River. STJFD, DNR, the sheriff’s office, City of Charleston Fire and 

St. Andrews Fire Rescue were all on the scene in efforts to locate the 17- year old male. 

Unfortunately, his body was recovered on Monday. Chief Walz commended STJFD for 

their professionalism, hard work and efforts during the search. To continue, there was a 

fire on Johns Island, that involved three young children and their mother. Thankfully, 

they all survived, but the mother and the youngest child were sent to the burn center in 

August, GA.  STJFD also responded to a cardiac arrest incident that was successfully 

resuscitated. Chief Walz brought to the attention of those present that there is a proposal 

for a new senior living facility for Seabrook and Kiawah Island. Chief Walz will keep 

the Commission updated as she receives new information involving the project.   

 

The incident response for the month of July stated that STJFD had a total of 287 calls. 

 

Johns Island 156 

Kiawah Island 72 

Wadmalaw Island 26 

Seabrook Island 33 

 

 

 

Captain Anewalt gave an update on the fire prevention for the month of July. 

 

 

Car seat: 10 

Smoke detectors: 27 

Smoke detectors Installed: 300 
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V. Financial Report  

A. Monthly Financial Report 

 

Ramona Brown stated that the bank balance ended in roughly $3.6 million. The 

budget remaining goal is 92%, the actual remaining is at 93.45% and we are trending 

as expected. We received June collections in the amount of $62,515.94. The bank 

balance of the 2016 general obligation bond is $1,667,143.11. The bank balance of 

the 2017 general obligation bond is $1,687,061.85.  The bank balance of the 2018 

general obligation bond is $8,220,000.00 and all are trending as expected. Capital 

projects are in the process of being reconciled and the ending balances in FY 18 will 

be create the beginning budget amount in FY 19. A final update will be provided 

with August financials.  

 

 

 

VI. Attorney’s Update 

A. Response to Kiawah Island Utility Motion to Dismiss  

Attorney Howe spoke with the lawyer for Kiawah Island Utility and an option has been 

proposed to the Hydrant situation. More details will be discussed on this proposal later in 

executive session. 

 

           

    

B. Old Business 

N/A     

 

C. New Business 

N/A 

 

 

D. Committee Reports 

 

A. Building Committee 

Commissioner Thomae stated that there was a commission meeting held last month. 

The building committee authorized Rosenblum and Coe Architects to proceed with 

the preliminary work of Station 4. Station 4 will require a variance and that is in 

progress. The tentative construction start date for station 4 is the end of January 

2019. We will be accepting bids for station 4 near the end of November of this year. 

In addition, there is no progress with the parking lot because of the rain. Work will 

continue once the rain has ceased.  There is, however,  progress at station 6.  The 

roofing and painting is in progress, the bi-fold doors are installed, and the window 

glazing is completed. There is a slight issue with the clearance of the doors when 

they open, but the problem is being resolved. Also, the water tap on the main line in 

front of the station needs to be done and that is progress as well. Sam Delia added 

that the completion date for station 6 is now November 5th and there is still a wait on 

metals for the flat roof.  

 

Commissioner Thomae made a motion to authorize Rosenblum and Coe Architects 

to proceed with the preliminary work for station 4. Commissioner Brownlee 
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seconded. A unanimous decision was made to accept the motion. The motion 

carried.  

 

 

 

 

B. Finance Committee Report 

 Commissioner  Lehman stated that she and Ramona worked on the new fund balance 

                         policy manual and a draft was finalized and will later be discussed in executive 

                         session.  

 

 

 

C. HR Committee Report 

   Commissioner Blake stated that HR is preparing for open enrollment, updating 

 section 3 of the policy manual and reviewing applications for the lieutenant 

  positions. The committee wants to change the human resource classification from 

 non- exempt to exempt. The benefit committee met to discuss the parameters for 

                        SWAPS/ benefits and compensations. Also, on August 23rd there will be a Johns  

                        Island road meeting at 6pm at St Johns High School. He also advised all firefighters 

                        to de-stress because their job can be very traumatic and stressful at times.   

 

 

 

D. Strategic Planning Committee Report 

Commissioner Britton stated there was a meeting and they are working on reviewing 

the Tri-Data plan as well as discussing the future for a new maintenance facility which 

is still in progress. There will be another meeting held on next month Monday, after 

the Commission meeting.  

 

X.             Public/Firefighter Comments 

                         

 Lieutenant Flanagan commended Lieutenant McCullough on a job well done over 

 the weekend during the search for the 17-year old male. Chief Walz stated that 

 STJFD joined the City of Charleston Police in an active shooter training at Johns  

 Island High School and it was a success. 

                         

   

 

 XI.         Commissioner Comments 

                Commissioner Connolly N/A 

                Commissioner Brownlee wished Chief Walz a happy 5-year anniversary as the fire  

                chief at the district and thanked her for her involvement in the community.  

                Commissioner Thomae thanked the District for their hard work. 

                       Commissioner Blake N/A 

                Commission Jones thanked Chief Stanley and Chief Walz for their leadership. She  

                also asked everyone to keep the first responders in prayer.  

                Commissioner Lehman commended Captain Anewalt, Ramona and her staff for  

                their hard work at the district and thanked the District for their hard work. 
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                Commissioner Rolando wished Chief Walz a happy anniversary as the fire chief at 

                the district and thanked Chief Stanley for taking him and Commissioner Thomae on  

                tour to the stations. 

 

                Commissioner Broccolo congratulated Chief Kunitzer on his baby, and  

                commended STJFD for their  hard work. 

                Chairman Britton N/A.  

  

 

  

 

 

Commissioner Brownlee made a motion to enter Executive Session for personnel, legal, 

contractual, and labor matters. Commissioner Jones seconded the motion.  A unanimous 

decision was made to go into executive session and the motion carried. 

 

 

The Commission entered Executive Session at 6:44 PM. 

The Commission re-entered Regular Session at 8:26 PM. 

 

 

     Commissioner Lehman made a motion to approve the fund balance policy. Commissioner 

     Connolly seconded carried. A unanimous decision was made to approve the fund balance 

     policy. The motion carried.  

  

 

    Commissioner Lehman made a motion to cease filing a complaint with the PSC.   

    Commissioner Rolando seconded carried. A unanimous decision was made to cease filing a  

    complaint with the PSC. The motion carried. 

 

    Commissioner Blake made a motion to advertise the position of the Controller.   

    Commissioner Brownlee seconded carried. A unanimous decision was made to advertise the 

    position of the controller. The motion carried.  

  

 

   Commissioner Lehman motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Brownlee 

   seconded. The motion carried. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Amanda Blakeney, Administrative Assistant 


