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St. John’s Fire District Commission 

 
MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the St. John’s Fire District Commission was held on July 9, 2018 at 

Headquarters, 1148 Main Rd., John’s Island.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

 

Members Present               Members Absent 

Leroy Blake     Mary Jones 

Eric Britton      

William Thomae 

John Connolly 

Sam Brownlee 

Debra Lehman 

Frank J. Broccolo 

Stephen Rolando 

Others Present 

Colleen Walz, Fire Chief 

Jackie Stanley, Deputy Chief 

Gavin Gilcrease, Admin Chief 

Donald Howe, Attorney 

Ramona Brown, Controller 

Amanda Blakeney, Admin. Asst. 

 

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices and agendas were mailed/faxed to the 

Post & Courier and persons requesting notification in compliance with the FOIA regulations.   

 

I. Called to Order 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
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II. Approval of Minutes  

A. Regular Meeting of June 11, 2018  

 

Commissioner Brownlee made a motion to accept the minutes of June 11, 2018. 

Commissioner Lehman seconded. A unanimous decision was made to accept the 

minutes of June 11, 2018. The motion carried.  

 

 

 

        

 

III. Public Comments     

       N/A 

             

IV. Chief’s Report 

Chief Walz congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant. Chief Walz stated 

that on July 11th Akers Ellis Real Estate Company will be donating a barbecue lunch to 

each station for every shift. She thanked the company for their generous donation. Also, 

the bond ratings remained the same which is the 3rd highest rating that’s possible. 

Today, we tested 3 experienced personnel that will qualify for hire. Two weeks ago, 

there were 12 inexperienced applicants who tested and three were chosen to attend 

recruit school in August. In addition, within the last few weeks the firefighters and 

administrative uniform staff have been attending the Tactical Emergency Causality Care 

Training (TECC). This training is to aide in rescuing someone from a catastrophic event. 

The firefighters were able to role play at St. Johns High School. This training will be on 

going. Also, the command staff received command training for a catastrophic event as 

well and it was conducted at the Municipal Building of Mount Pleasant. St Johns Fire 

did respond to the call of a 19- year old who unfortunately drown at Bohicket Creek. 

 

The incident response for the month of June stated that STJFD had a total of 255 calls. 

 

Johns Island 142 

Kiawah Island 58 

Wadmalaw Island 28 

Seabrook Island 27 

 

 

 

Chief Kunitzer gave an update on the fire prevention for the month of June. 

 

Smoke Detectors Installed: 32     Year to date: 265 

 

Car seats installed: 4 

 

Chief Kunitzer stated that on June 13th, STJFD participated in the Kiawah Seabrook 

Disaster Awareness Day. They discussed the preparations for hurricane season. 
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V. Financial Report  

A. Monthly Financial Report 

 

Ramona Brown stated that the bank balance ended in roughly $4.7 million. The 

budget remaining goal is at 0%, the actual remaining is at 9.49% and we are trending 

as expected. We received May collections in the amount of $187,253.67. June 

collections are outstanding. Overtime was $43,488.36 for the month of June. 

Overtime did decrease from May by roughly $10,000. The bank balance of the 2016 

general obligation bond is $1,837,529.95. The bank balance of the 2017 general 

obligation bond is $1,691,020.35 and they are trending as expected.  

 

 

B. Gary Pope: Preliminary Official Statement/ Bond Resolution 

                   

                  Commissioner Thomae made a motion to accept the bond resolution and  

                  Commissioner Lehman seconded. A unanimous decision was made to accept the bond  

       resolution. The motion carried.      

 

 

 

 

VI. Attorney’s Update 

Attorney Howe will discuss the construction project and the complaint with PSC in 

executive session. 

           

    

VII. Old Business 

1.Complaint filed w/PSC Docket No.2018-W-Colleen Walz, Chief of St. Johns Fire 

District v. Kiawah Island Utility, Incorporated, Defendant/Respondent 

 

Commissioner Lehman stated that STJFD filed with the Public Service Commission 

(PSC) an action towards the Kiawah Island Utility Commission which is overseen by the 

PSC. The reasoning is that we should not have to pay hydrant fees because there was a 

hydrant rental program set for 20 years in 1979 and after 20 years we are still being 

charged. There will be a hearing date on September 18th in Columbia SC. More details 

will be discussed in executive session.   

 

VIII. New Business 

N/A 

 

 

 

IX. Committee Reports 

 

A. Building Committee 

Commissioner Thomae stated that the parking lot drainage project is almost 

complete. The county has approved the remediation for the parking lot. For station 6, 

the roof decking is in place with a layer of rolled roofing and the windows are all 

framed in wood. A major portion of the HVAC duct work and electrical conduit is in 
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place, but no wires are pulled yet. Sam Delia stated that the completion date is now 

September 28th. He is now awaiting the weekly schedules from Howell and Howell. 

The outdoor air unit was onsite and stud replacement is in progress. Also, Howell 

and Howell has requested 47 additional days, however, it is thought that this number 

of days is without merit. There is no update on station 4. 

  

B. Finance Committee Report 

 Commissioner  Lehman stated that County Council approved our 3rd reading for  

                        fiscal year 2019.  A council member inquired about the financing of the bond. 

                        Commissioner Lehman suggested we give our council representatives talking points  

                        for fiscal year 2020. There will be a finance committee meeting held on July 16th 

                                    about the fund balance policy.  

 

 

 

 

C. HR Committee Report 

   Commissioner Blake stated there were no meetings held this month, but there needs 

       to be a meeting scheduled with the HR committee and benefits committee.  

 

D. Strategic Planning Committee Report 

Commissioner Britton stated there was a strategic planning meeting and they are still 

in the process of finding a location for the maintenance facility. There will be another 

meeting held on July 16th at 9 am. 

 

X.             Public/Firefighter Comments 

                        N/A 

                         

   

 

 XI.         Commissioner Comments 

                Commissioner Connolly congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant.  

                Commissioner Brownlee congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant. 

                Commissioner Thomae congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant. 

                Commissioner Blake congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant 

                Commissioner Lehman congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant. 

                Commissioner Rolando congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to  

                Lieutenant. 

                Commissioner Broccolo thanked STJFD for their service in the tragedy of the death 

                of the 19-year-old man. He also congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to 

                Lieutenant. 

                Chairman Britton congratulated Kyle Cahill on his promotion to Lieutenant.  

 

  

 

 

Commissioner Brownlee made a motion to enter Executive Session for personnel, legal, 

contractual, labor, and legal matters. Commissioner Lehman seconded the motion.  A 

unanimous decision was made to go into executive and the motion carried. 
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The Commission entered Executive Session at 6:44 PM. 

The Commission re-entered Regular Session at 7:50 PM. 

 

 

     No votes taken or decisions were made in Executive Session.  

 

Commissioner Brownlee motioned to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Lehman 

seconded. A unanimous decision was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:51 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Amanda Blakeney, Administrative Assistant 


